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Historical Background. The Renaissance in Spain began about
1500. It derived from several sources besides the Italian Renais-
sance. The Moorish masters of the country from ajx 711 until
their conquest in 1492 and their expulsion in 1609 exerted a
powerful influence on Spanish art. Characteristics of the Moorish
work are colored tile, fine inlay, fine ironwork, geometric design,
and rich effects. The Portuguese brought Oriental influences to
Spain. Charles V came to Spain from Flanders as ruler of the
Holy Roman Empire, bringing with him Flemish workmen, as
well as embroideries, tapestries, and other rich furnishings. All
these helped to shape the Spanish Renaissance.
Furniture* The Spanish had only a small amount of furniture
in their homes. Their early furniture was of a very simple type,
with a native flavor which was diminished later when it was com-
bined with Renaissance forms. In this early furniture some oak
and chestnut were used, but later the finer pieces were of walnut.
The legs of tables, benches, and chairs were straight, spool turned,
or spiral turned and splayed, and joined with iron bands. The
feet were usually splayed, curled inward, or rounded.
The best furniture was decorated with turning, carving, inlay,
polychrome, painting, and gilding. Italian Renaissance motifs and
Flemish scrolls were combined with Moorish patterns. Since the
Moors were not allowed to use animal or human figures in their
designs, they developed geometric motifs to an amazing degree of
beauty. It is said that among the Moors in Spain were some of the
greatest draughtsmen in the world; their designs continued in use
there after the Moors were expelled. Decorative nail heads were
sometimes parts of the designs employed on Spanish furniture.
The most common pieces of furniture were tables, benches,
chairs, beds, chests, and cabinets* The vargueno was the most
characteristic Spanish piece, as it was different from anything pro-
duced elsewhere. It consisted of a cabinet on high legs, and had
a front that lowered, showing an arrangement of drawers of various
shapes, beautifully decorated with inlay, for holding jewelry and
valuables. There were handles at either end, so that the cabinet
could be taken along in traveling.

